
G l i m p s e s  o f  J e s u s  a n d 
G o d ’s  P l a n  t o  S a v e : 
Ad v e n t  D e v o t i o n a l 
R e a d i n g s

As we begin the celebration of 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus, we 
wanted to share a glimpse of how 
God has “orchestrated” history 
to reveal His plan of a Savior to 
redeem all men. Our desire is 
that you will use this with your 
family to begin to see God’s plan 
in the Old Testament that points 
to Jesus.

Special thanks to the 
Kanakuk Institute 
for letting us adapt 
their 2015 Christmas 
Devotional.



Supplemental Reading
John 3:16, Romans 5:9-10, 

2 Peter 2:4-9

Scripture Reading | John 1:1-14
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with 
God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning 
that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Devotional
In the beginning… (John 1:1-14), Jesus was with God at the creation!

God created everything in 6 days. He created light and darkness, the sky and heaven, seas and dry 
land, sun, moon and stars, fish, birds, and animals. And then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image after our likeness.” (plural… Jesus again!) God created them male (Adam) and female (Eve). 
Everything was perfect. 

Adam and Eve were to rule over the Garden of Eden where they had all they would ever need. God 
told them not to ever eat fruit from one particular tree. But a snake slithered into the garden and 
his name was Satan. He used to be an angel and he wanted to be God. He lied to Adam and Eve and 
told them they could eat from the tree. He wanted them to trust him instead of God. They did not 
obey God, but listened to Satan’s lies. They ate from the  one tree and were separated from God. 
God kicked them out of the garden and this made Him very sad. 

From that time on, man kept doing what was wrong. The world  had gotten to a place where the 
people did not love God. God was very sorry that He had made man. He was going to send a flood, 
but this flood would not hurt the people who loved and obeyed God.  Noah’s family loved God with 
all of their hearts. God told Noah to build a very big boat that would hold his family and all of the 

IN THE BEGINNING
December 7-8



animals. He was going to use water to judge and destroy everything on the earth. Noah listened 
to God and built an Ark, even though everyone around him made fun of him. When the rain and 
floods came (it rained for 40 days and 40 nights), it covered the whole earth. Noah and his family 
and the animals were saved from God’s waters of judgment on the ark.

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Because God is Holy, which means He is perfect and good, He has to judge sin and wicked 
men. But just like with the Ark, God provides a way to escape His judgment.

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

Just as the Ark saved Noah and his family’s lives from the storm and judgment, Jesus 
saves us from God’s wrath (God’s anger at sin) as we are told in Romans 5:9-10: “Since 
we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life!”

Questions for Reflection
What is one area of your life where you respond to 
temptation more like Adam and Eve moving toward it, 
rather than away from it? Confess and surrender that 
to God, and ask Him to help you turn away from it.

How does understanding the bad news of sin, 
separation, and the need for salvation prepare us to 
celebrate the good news of Christmas? 

For Families
Go to the zoo or go for a walk in 
your neighborhood and point out 
all the animals you see and how 
God made each one unique. What 
other amazing creations can you 
point out as you walk? Think of 
the detail and care with which He 
made the world!  

As you walk,
Write a play about the story of 
Noah’s Ark: talk about the waters 
that destroyed everything and 
how God saves those who love 
and trust Him!



Supplemental Reading
John 3:16, Romans 5:9-10, 

2 Peter 2:4-9

Scripture Reading | Hebrews 11:17-19
17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the 
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, “It is through 
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham 
reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a 
manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.

Devotional
God had a plan from the beginning to save the people who love and trust Him. His biggest plan 
would take a while, but God was at work making that happen. 

He chose one man named Abraham to be the father of many people, too many to count, and also 
told him that all of the families of the earth would be blessed through one born from his family 
(see Genesis 22:18). Abraham and his wife Sarah did not have a son of their own and were almost 
100 years old. God told them that He would give them a son, and He kept His promise! Their son 
was named Isaac, and Abraham knew that many children would come from Isaac. 

Abraham loved God, and he brought Him many gifts. These gifts were called sacrifices. A sacrifice 
was a way they could pay for their sin. One day God asked Abraham to give what was most loved 
by him. Instead of giving God a sacrifice of an animal like a lamb or a dove, God asked Abraham to 
give Him Isaac. Can you imagine? Abraham had waited so long for a son and now God wanted to 
take him? How would he have many sons if his only son was killed? 

Abraham trusted God and His promises. They climbed the mountain with Isaac carrying the 
wood for the sacrifice while Abraham carried the knife. Isaac saw that they had everything for 
the sacrifice but the lamb. Abraham told Isaac that God would provide. Abraham tied his son to 
the wood as the sacrifice and as he raised his knife, God told him to STOP! God wanted to see if 
Abraham would give Him his most precious son as a sacrifice. When He saw that Abraham loved 
God and was willing to sacrifice his son, He stopped him and provided a ram that was caught in the 
bushes. Abraham sacrificed the ram, so the ram died in place of Isaac.
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Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

The story of Abraham and Isaac is a picture of God’s plan that was to come. Jesus would 
be the one that came from Abraham almost 2,000 years later that would bless all of the 
earth. Read Galatians 3:16 – Abraham’s seed is Christ! Just as Abraham was going to offer 
his precious son as a sacrifice, God offers His only Son Jesus as a sacrifice (John 3:16). 



Jesus came to earth because man was so full of sin. He carried the cross up the mountain 
(John 19:17-18) just as Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice. Jesus took all of our sins 
and became a sacrifice to God. Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! (John 1:29)

Hebrews 11:17-19 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it 
was said, ‘In Isaac your descendants shall be called.’ He considered that God is able to 
raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.”  

God offered His only begotten son and when Jesus was dead, God raised Him from the 
dead. 

Questions for Reflection
What would be the hardest thing for God to ask you 
to give up or sacrifice, and why? Would you give it up? 
Write down what your thoughts and feelings would 
be.

List all the parallels you see in the story of Abraham 
almost sacrificing Isaac and the story of Jesus’s 
sacrifice for us. How does this symbolism make you 
even more grateful for the sacrifice that God made in 
His Son, Jesus?

For Families
Research your family tree and 
find out about your Parents, 
Grandparents, and Great 
Grandparents.

How have you seen God’s hand 
throughout the generations of 
your family?



Supplemental Reading
1 Corinthians 5:7, 1 Peter 1:17-

19, John 1:29, John 14:6 

Scripture Reading | Exodus 12:21-28
21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals 
for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in 
the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the door frame. None of you shall 
go out of the door of your house until morning. 23 When the LORD goes through the land to strike 
down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the door frame and will pass over 
that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.

24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25 When you enter 
the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your 
children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice 
to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites 
in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the 
Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 
28 The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded 
Moses and Aaron.

Devotional
God kept His promise, and Abraham’s people began to grow and grow. They were called the children 
of Israel. They had moved to Egypt, and there were so many people that the ruler of Egypt was 
afraid they might take over that land. The king of Egypt, called the Pharaoh, made God’s people 
slaves. They had to work very hard for 400 years, and the people cried out to God for help. God 
heard them and sent Moses, an Israelite who had been raised in Egypt by Pharaoh’s daughter, to 
be their rescuer.  God said He would be with Moses and take His people to a new land. Moses told 
Pharaoh to “Let my people go.” The answer was, “NO!” (Exodus 7-11). So, God sent some things to 
change his mind. 

God turned their river into blood. He sent millions of frogs that got into everything. He sent gnats, 
flies, diseases on their animals, sores, huge balls of hail, and locusts. Many times Pharaoh would 
change his mind, but then say NO again. God covered them with darkness and Moses warned him 
of the worst plague of all. All of the firstborn sons and animals in Egypt would die. God was serious 
about His plan to deliver His people and fulfill His promise to Abraham that the whole world would 
be blessed one day through his family line.

God told the people of Israel that if they would sacrifice a spotless, perfect lamb (remember the 
ram that was sacrificed in the place of Isaac?) and paint their doorposts with its blood, no one in 
their house would die. They did this because they trusted God. When the angel of death came, it 
passed over the houses that had the lamb’s blood on the doorposts. Not one from Israel died, but all 
of the first born in Egypt died that night. Pharaoh finally said, “GO, GET OUT!” They were free from 
slavery. God was with them and went before them as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to 

LET MY PEOPLE GO
December 11-12



give them light. God led them to the Red Sea; how would they get across? There were no boats, and 
it was too far to swim. AND Pharaoh had changed his mind and his entire army with horses and 
chariots were right behind them. At that moment, the people of Israel saw the great sea in front of 
them open up! 

Something happened that only God could do. It was as if God Himself was holding the water back 
so Israel could cross on dry land. Pharaoh’s army was still coming after them. God made the wheels 
of their chariots to swerve and caused confusion in their army. They decided to turn back, and just 
then God made the waters come down upon their entire army. God saved Israel from the hand of 
the Egyptians that day.

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

God used Moses to be the rescuer (or deliverer) of the people of Israel. Just as God saved 
the Israelites from Pharaoh’s army, Jesus is OUR deliverer, or Savior. He rescues us from 
sin and saves all who love and trust Him. When Pharaoh kept the people of Israel as 
slaves, only God could change that. God sent the plagues as a warning to Pharaoh that He 
has control over ALL things! The blood of the perfect lamb saved those who believed and 
trusted God.

Just as the blood of the unblemished lamb saved the Israelites from death, Jesus’ blood 
saves us from death. Jesus is even called our Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7). 

We are saved by the precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 
Christ (1 Peter 1:17-19).

John 1:29 says Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

When the Israelites ran into the wilderness, they didn’t know where to go, but they 
followed God and He made a way for them, even through the waters of the Red Sea. They 
may have felt lost, but God knew the way. 

Today God shows us that the ONLY way is through Jesus. In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am 
the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Questions for Reflection
Have you ever been so lost you needed 
to ask someone else for directions? 
How does Jesus give us the directions 
and make a way for us back to God? 

How is Jesus the Passover Lamb for 
our sin?

For Families
Make a list of some things that have happened in 
your family that only God could do. Spend some 
time talking about these questions:
Has there been a time where you felt lost 
and couldn’t find your way? How is Jesus the 
Passover Lamb? Has Jesus rescued you from sin?  
Is He YOUR Savior or deliverer? Isn’t it amazing 
to think that God would have a plan to save us 
thousands of years before Jesus was born?



Supplemental Reading
Hebrews 9:1-28, Hebrews 10:6-10, 

1 Corinthians 6:19

Scripture Reading | Hebrews 8:1-6
Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the true 
tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being.

3 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one 
also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already 
priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow 
of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See 
to it that you make everything according to the pattern 
shown you on the mountain.” 6 But in fact the ministry 
Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant 
of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the 
new covenant is established on better promises.

Devotional
God did many miracles to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. He said that He would go with them 
and He was – as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. He was sending them to the land He 
had promised to Abraham, which was known as the Promised Land. But before they got there, God 
wanted to dwell with His people and teach them how to be obedient. God asked Moses to build a 
Tabernacle (a tent that would be a house for God) so He could dwell with His people and be moved 
wherever God led them. God gives them a very specific and exact pattern for the Tabernacle in 
Exodus 25-40. The Tabernacle looked like this:

Tabernacle was surrounded by 10 
curtains of fine linen. There was only 
one door to go in. Once you went into the 
Tabernacle you would first come to:

The Brazen Altar was where the people 
were to bring an animal to sacrifice to 
God for their sins (only a perfect animal 
could be offered). The animal would die 
in the place of the one who brought it…
because sin brings death and there must 
be blood shed for sins to be forgiven.

The Brass Laver (large tub) was so they could wash their hands and feet to be clean before they 
approached the altar to make a sacrifice to God. If they did not wash, they would die! God is very 
Holy!
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The Holy Place was a tent inside that only the Priests could go in each day to minister to the Lord. 
Inside this tent was:

The Lampstand (or 7 big candlesticks) to provide light. It was made of pure gold and had to be lit 
at all times.

The Table of Showbread had 12 loaves of bread for each tribe of Israel. This was to be set before 
the Lord at all times and each week new ones were brought in. Frankincense, which means “white,” 
was placed by the loaves as a gift to the Lord. This table served as a reminder of how God provided 
food in the desert and a sign of the promise (everlasting covenant) God made to Israel. (Lev.24:5-8)

The Altar of Incense was also inside the Holy Place and continually burned incense before the 
Lord. It had a really good smell.

The Holy of Holies was where God met and talked with Moses. It was separated from the Holy 
place by a thick curtain or veil. 

The Ark (or box covered in gold) had angels on the top. The top of the Ark was called the mercy 
seat. Above the mercy seat is where God would meet with Moses to speak with him about all He 
wanted the Israelites to do. 

The High Priest was the only one who could approach God for the sins of the people. He would 
enter the Holy of Holies once a year to make a payment for their sins. He sprinkled blood on the 
mercy seat, and this brought forgiveness of their sin.

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Get ready for this! Let’s look at the New Testament and find the connections between 
Jesus and the Tabernacle! 

Hebrews 8:1-5 says that this Tabernacle was a copy and shadow of heavenly things. 

High Priest
Hebrews 9 says that JESUS came as a High Priest and He entered through a greater and 
more perfect Tabernacle…one that was not made with hands, a heavenly Tabernacle.  

Altar for Sacrifice
He did not enter through the sacrifice of the blood of animals on an altar, but through 
His own blood…when He died on the cross he entered the Holy Place once for all.  JESUS 
was the perfect Lamb offered to God (sacrifice) to pay for all of the sins of man. (John 
1:29, Hebrews 10:6-10, 1 Timothy 2:5). Hebrews 9:22 says that without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness of sin.
 
Brass Laver 
Even though we accept Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin, we still have to be cleansed, and 1 
John 1:8-9 reassures us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful to forgive us and cleanse us 
of all unrighteousness.”



Lampstand
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).  

Table of Showbread and the Altar of Incense
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger (John 6:35). The 
sweet smell of incense is like our prayers that go up to God (Revelation 8:4). 

Holy of Holies
The veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies separated God from man. 
When Jesus died on the cross the veil in the Temple (permanent Tabernacle) was split 
in two (Mark 15:38). Now we don’t need a high Priest to go to God, we can approach God 
ourselves in prayer. Jesus is a greater Priest (Hebrews 7:17-8:6) God wants to be with us 
(Tabernacle), and He now approaches us through Jesus (John 6:44). We can go to Him 
and He comes to us: there is no separation!

If we know Jesus, WE are His Tabernacle…the place where Christ dwells! (1 Corinthians 
6:19)

Questions for Reflection
Why was it so important that Moses and the Israelites 
follow God’s plan for the Tabernacle exactly? 

Since God knew and cared about every detail of the 
ancient Tabernacle, what does this reveal about His 
knowledge and care of us, His new Tabernacle?  

What does mean for Jesus to be our Great High Priest?

For Families
Create a Tabernacle! Make an 
outside barrier with a tent 
inside…put all of the articles in 
the Tabernacle and talk about 
how this is where God lived to 
be with His people. But if we 
have given out lives to Jesus, 
He lives inside of us! We are His 
Tabernacle!



Supplemental Reading
Joshua 1:8-9, Luke 1:37

Scripture Reading | Joshua 6:1-5
Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one 
came in. 2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 
king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 
4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march 
around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 
trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on 
the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then 
the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, 
everyone straight in.”

Devotional
When it was time for the people of Israel to enter the Promised Land known as “Canaan,” God 
put a new leader in charge. His name was Joshua, which means “The Lord Saves.” There were 
already people living in the land of Canaan. They were big and strong, but God told Joshua to 
be “strong and courageous” (Joshua 1:8-9) because God would be with them wherever they went. 
Many were scared of the people, but Joshua was not. He believed God when He said He would be 
with them. One city the Israelites came to was Jericho, known for its great big walls which were 
very important to a city at this time. The walls seemed impossible to get through, but we know 
nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37)! God told Joshua to have the army simply march around 
the outside of the walls once a day for 6 days and then on the 7th day, march around 7 times. On the 
7th time around, the people blew their horns and instruments and made a great noise. The walls 
fell down when they did this!
 
God had a plan to use Joshua to lead the people into the land--read more about it in Joshua 6. 
God guided them through His leader, Joshua, at each city they came to  and allowed them to take 
control of the land.  The land was divided into 12 areas based on the 12 tribes of Israel. These were 
like the states that make up the United States. The people were able to settle into the land and 
build homes all because Joshua trusted God even when it seemed impossible.

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Just as Joshua led God’s people into the Promised Land, Jesus leads us to a greater land, 
which is heaven.

2 Timothy 4:18 says, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and will bring me safely 
to His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” This is the promise 
of eternity with God through Jesus! But we also follow Jesus in our everyday lives right 
now.
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Just as the Israelites followed Joshua in conquering the land, we follow Christ in 
conquering darkness in our neighborhoods through the light of Christ. 

Remember, Jesus is the Light: “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of 
the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 
(John 8:12)

Just as the name “Joshua” in Hebrew means, “The Lord Saves,” the name “Jesus” in Greek 
also means “The Lord Saves.” Both are evidence that God has a plan to save all those who 
love and trust Him. Jesus is our ultimate Savior! We get to celebrate His birth in just a few 
days!

Questions for Reflection
Who are some of the leaders in your life who have 
helped shape you? How did they help you develop 
goals or direction? 

What does it look like for Jesus to be not only our 
savior from sin and death, but the leader (Lord) of 
our lives? What are some ways to follow Him more 
closely?

For Families
Take a walk around your 
neighborhood and pray for the 
people in it. Pray that God would 
use you and your family to bring 
the hope of Jesus into your 
neighborhood. What are some 
ways you can you be a light in 
your neighborhood or school?



Supplemental Reading
John 3:16, Romans 5:9-10, 

2 Peter 2:4-9

Scripture Reading | Ruth 4:1- 17
Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-redeemer he had 
mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he went over and sat 
down.
 
2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and they did so. 3 Then he said to the 
guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged 
to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you 
buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will 
redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, 
and I am next in line.”
 
“I will redeem it,” he said.
 
5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the 
dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.”
 
6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own 
estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.”
 
7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one party 
took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.)
 
8 So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal.
 
9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought 
from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, 
Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his 
name will not disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!”
 
11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman 
who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family of Israel. May 
you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives 
you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”
 
13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the Lord enabled her to 
conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day 
has not left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will 
renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is 
better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.”
 
16 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. 
17 The women living there said, “Naomi has a son!” And they 
named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of 
David.

HEROS
December 16-17



Devotional
Once God’s people settled into the land, Joshua died and without a leader the people fell into a cycle 
of sin and disobedience to God. God gives us guidelines for our good. But when we don’t follow 
them, He has to discipline us just like parents discipline their children out of love and because they 
want the best for them. So God brought in “heroes” or “judges” to help guide the nation of Israel. 
These judges encouraged the people to follow God’s way instead of their own. 

However, when the judge passed away and they no longer had a guide, the people went right 
back to their old ways of worshipping idols. Anything we put above God is called an idol. This 
breaks God’s heart because He loves us and wants to be first in our lives. But in ancient Israel, in 
the time of the Judges, there was no right from wrong.  God had to discipline Israel for them to 
realize worshipping idols was wrong. Once they realized, they would cry to God for forgiveness. 
He delivered them and sent another judge to help guide them… but once the judge died, the people 
would start the cycle all over again! The Bible says at this time the people “did what was right in 
their own eyes” (Judges 17:6). We want to do what is right in God’s eyes. 

One woman who did what was right in the Lord’s eyes during this time was Ruth. Ruth was from 
another country called Moab. Her husband was from Israel. After Ruth’s husband and father-in-
law died, she was a widow and chose to stick with her mother-in-law Naomi and take care of her. 
In those days women couldn’t provide for themselves, so Ruth and Naomi moved back to Naomi’s 
hometown to try and find help. They had no money and could not buy back their land. A man 
named Boaz recognized Ruth’s faithfulness to Naomi and to God, and he married Ruth so she and 
Naomi were provided for the rest of their lives.  You can read the full story in the book of Ruth.

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Boaz took Ruth into his family and provided for her. Through Jesus’ sacrifice we are able 
to be in God’s family and He provides us with our GREATEST need…. The forgiveness of 
our sins!

“But to all who did receive Him, to all who believe in His name, He gave the right to become 
children of God.” John 1:12

A kinsman-redeemer is a male relative who can deliver, rescue, or defend the property 
or person related to them. Boaz is Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer. She was his bride and he 
protected and provided for her.

Jesus is our kinsman-redeemer. He makes us His bride, redeems us, rescues us, and blesses 
us!



Questions for Reflection
What do you find yourself tempted to put above God 
that could be considered “idols”? (TV, clothes, sports, 
popularity, money, work, children, etc.)

What does it mean for you that Jesus paid for your 
redemption, your freedom from your slavery to those 
idols, with his life? How are you compelled to respond?

For Families
“Pure and undefiled religion in 
the sight of our God and Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep 
oneself unstained by the world.” 
James 1:27 

How can you and your family 
meet a practical need of a widow, 
an orphan, or someone else in 
need? (Make a meal, yard work, 
participate in a toy drive, etc.)



Supplemental Reading
Luke 1:26–33, Romans 1:1–4

Scripture Reading | 2 Samuel 7:1-17
After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around 
him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God 
remains in a tent.”
 
3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.”
 
4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying:
 
5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to build me a house to 
dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. 
I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all 
the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
 
8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, 
from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever 
you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, 
like the names of the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people 
will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I 
appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
 
“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 12 When your days are 
over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh 
and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he 
does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15 
But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it 
away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; 
your throne will be established forever.’”
 
17 Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire 
revelation.

Devotional
After many years of Judges watching over the Israelites, the people realized they wanted to have a 
king like other nations had. God gave them what they asked for and chose Saul to be Israel’s first 
king. Saul, however, didn’t trust God or obey Him. His heart was not fully devoted to God. 

KINGDOM
December 18-19



Because Saul turned away from God, God named David king. From the outside, David didn’t look 
like a king. He was young and small and inexperienced. Saul was older and stronger, yet God was 
able to do great things through David because David gave his whole heart to the Lord. 

It is important to know that David was not perfect; he made mistakes just like we all do. But he 
always repented and his desire was for the things of the Lord. The Bible calls David “A man after 
God’s own heart.” 

God promised David that from his family would come the King whose kingdom would never end 
– and that King is Jesus. 

After David died, his son Solomon became king. Solomon started out obeying God, but he became 
distracted by meaningless things of this world and he didn’t put God first. Because his heart wasn’t 
fully devoted to the Lord, the kingdom of Israel split into two kingdoms after his death – the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Many years passed and none of 
the kings of the northern kingdom looked to God for help. They worshipped other things instead 
of the one, true God. The Southern Kingdom only had 8 kings out of 20 who obeyed God. 

Because God is a Father and loves His Children, He had to discipline them to get their attention 
and make them realize they needed Him. The nation of Assyria came and took away the Northern 
Kingdom. The people of the Northern Kingdom never returned to the land because of their 
constant disobedience to God. The Southern Kingdom was captured by Babylon and was taken to 
Babylon for 70 years. 

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Jesus is the king from the line of David, the Messiah. He is currently reigning at the right 
hand of God the Father in heaven. And he will come again to establish an eternal kingdom 
in the new heaven and new earth.

“But My loving-kindness shall not depart from him, as took it away from Saul, whom I 
removed from before you.  Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; 
your throne shall be established forever.” 2 Samuel 7:15-16

“He (Jesus) will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David.” Luke 1:32

 “The Kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and Messiah, and He will 
reign forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15



Questions for Reflection
What do you think the Israelites felt as they waited in 
exile for their coming king?

How do you think God wants you to live your life 
today as you await King Jesus’ return?

For Families
Create a Gingerbread Kingdom 
just like Israel. You can even 
make King David, the man after 
God’s own heart. As you make 
your kingdom, discuss what it 
really means to “have a heart for 
God.”



Scripture Reading | Daniel 3:8-30
At this time some astrologers[b came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 
“May the king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the 
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and 
that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some 
Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—
who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you 
have set up.”

13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were 
brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound 
of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the 
image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. 
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to 
deliver us from it, and he will deliver us[c] from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you 
to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them 
changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the 
strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing 
furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown 
into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the 
fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, 
fell into the blazing furnace.

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three 
men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see 
four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They 
saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not 
scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent 
his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to 
give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the 
people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be 
cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 30 Then 
the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

70-YEAR TIME OUT
December 7-8



Devotional
The Kingdom of Judah fell away from the Lord and He disciplined them by allowing the nation of Babylon 
to capture them. He needed to get their attention and show them the way they were living was not good 
for them and didn’t honor God! For 70 years, the Jews were in “Time Out”.  The Babylonians took the Jews 
out of Israel to be servants of the King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar. The first group of people they took 
were the strong young men from Judah to work for the king. His name was Nebuchadnezzar. Three of 
these young men were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They were faithful to the Lord, even when 
King Nebuchadnezzar demanded they worship a statue of himself. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
refused to worship anyone, or anything, but the LORD. Being the proud king that he was, Nebuchadnezzar 
told them if they didn’t bow and worship the statue like everyone else, he would throw them into a fiery 
furnace, which would mean certain death. But remember, God has a plan to save all those who love and 
trust in Him. The three faithful men were thrown into the fire, but God performed a miracle! The king 
looked into the furnace and saw 4 men walking through the flames, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and 
the 4th man “looked like the son of the gods”. When Nebuchadnezzar saw this, he called for the men to 
come out! Not a hair on their heads was singed and they didn’t even smell like a fire.  He realized the Jews 
worshipped the one true God and he worshipped God too! We see through men like Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego, and another man named Daniel, that even during this “Time Out” God was still working and 
had a plan for His people.

Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Just as God saved the men from the fire and from death, when we place our faith in Jesus we are 
saved from the death we deserve because of our sin, and we will live with Jesus forever! We may 
go through trials and difficult times in life, but Jesus is with us even in the fire. 

James 1:2-4 “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world 
you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

Romans 8:35 “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”

Questions for Reflection
How do you think Shadrach, 
Meschach, and Abednego felt 
before going into the furnace? 
And after? 

How can Jesus meet us in the 
fires that life throws our way? 

For Families
Have a bonfire and S’mores! Notice that the 
marshmallow is consumed by the flame, it 
burns and turns brown, but Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego didn’t even smell like a fire! If you are 
not able to make a fire, get a candle, toothpicks, 
mini marshmallows, chocolate chips, and teddy 
grahams and make mini s’mores! 



Scripture Reading | Micah 5:2-4
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    though you are small among the clans[b] of Judah,
out of you will come for me
    one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
    from ancient times.”
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned
    until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
    to join the Israelites.
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock
    in the strength of the LORD,
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
    will reach to the ends of the earth.

Devotional
During the time the Jews were in Babylon, the Persians took over the land and a new king began 
to reign. His name was Cyrus.  This was all in God’s plan because He started to move the heart of 
King Cyrus to allow the Jews to return to their home, the land God had promised to them. God 
even told the people years before Cyrus was born that he would be the man to allow them to 
return to their home (Isaiah 44:28). God’s people returned to Jerusalem in groups. The first group, 
led by a man named Zerubbabel, rebuilt the temple for God. This was the place the people went to 
worship God and offer sacrifices to Him. It was important to the people that this was done first. 
They needed a place to worship God and remember His faithfulness to bring them home! During 
this time Ezra, a faithful man of God, retaught the people God’s Law. These people had grown up 
in a foreign land, surrounded by people that did not follow God. They needed to know what it 
meant to be God’s holy people and live for Him. The final thing needed for Jerusalem was the wall 
that was rebuilt by Nehemiah. A wall was very important in those days because it protected the 
people from attacks. The people were finally back in the land God promised to Abraham many 
years before and were awaiting the promise that ALL nations (that means you!) would be blessed 
through his descendant. In those days, God would use a prophet to speak to His people and give 
them messages from Him… but for 400 years not one prophet spoke. No one had a message from 
God. But that didn’t mean God wasn’t there, or that He wasn’t working! He was waiting for the 
perfect time to send the greatest gift. During those 400 years, the Roman nation built great roads 
so that the message of Jesus could reach more people! The Greek nation gave the world a common 
language so more people could understand the message of Jesus’s love! So you see, God was just 
putting all the perfect pieces together and He was going to bring the greatest gift very soon! Many 
people searched the scriptures and watched in the sky for a sign for when Jesus would come. 

SHHHH PATIENTLY WAITING 
December 21-23



Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

Before the 400 years of silence, many prophets were telling the people of Israel specific 
information about how the Messiah would come. Anticipation was high for a military 
leader to come and save Israel from Rome. Jesus didn’t come at the time, or in the way the 
people thought, because God had a better plan. Sometimes we want God to work in our 
lives and in our time, but we must trust that His timing and plan are best!

“The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one 
should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” Lamentations 3:25-26 

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Psalm 
27:14

Here is a promise that the Messiah would one day come from Bethlehem, though it was 
hundreds of years before He would come. 

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you 
One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the 
days of eternity.” Micah 5:2

Questions for Reflection
Which of the glimpses of Jesus (deliverer, sacrifice, 
high priest, leader, etc.) gives you the most joy and 
hope this Christmas? 

Spend time thanking God for His plan that came to 
fulfillment in Jesus as you celebrate His birth!

For Families
We have been given the greatest 
gift of all! Read the full account 
of Christ’s birth in Luke 2 and act 
out the story as a family. Take 
time to pray about who you can 
share the story of the greatest 
gift with as a family. 



Supplemental Reading
Matthew 1:18-2:9

Scripture Reading | Luke 2:1-15 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 
everyone went to their own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told 
us about.”

Devotional
The time had finally come! After thousands of years of God telling the people that ultimate hope 
is coming, Jesus was born. But He didn’t come as expected. The people thought He would come to 
save them from the Romans, conquer their enemies, and be a king like His ancestor David. But God 
had a greater plan. He wanted to free the people from their sin – free them from death. That is why 
Jesus was named Jesus, “The Lord Saves.” He was born in the small town of Bethlehem in a stable 
with animals (not a palace as most thought). But that didn’t mean there was not a celebration! 
Angels came to shepherds tending their sheep and declared “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace on those on whom His favor rests!” The shepherds were amazed that they got 
to be the ones to welcome the King of Kings, God’s Son, to the world. God fulfilled His promise 
because He is faithful. He had a plan to save all those who love and trust in Him and that promise is 
Jesus. Jesus paid for our sin, defeated death, and gives us eternal life. That is why He is the greatest 
gift, and He is coming back soon to reign as King over all the earth!

THE GREATEST GIFT
December 24-25



Glimpses of Jesus: God’s plan to save all who love and trust Him:

God is faithful and has revealed His plan leading up to Jesus from the very beginning as 
we have seen: 
1. He delivers us from death just like the ark brought Noah and his family through the 
waters of judgement. 
2. He is the lamb who is sacrificed in our place, as the ram took Isaac’s place. 
3. His blood allows death to pass over, as the blood on the doorpost prevented death from 
coming to the Hebrews in Egypt.
4. He is Immanuel, “God with us” just as God was with the Hebrews in the Tabernacle. 
Jesus is the High Priest, the Bread of  Life, and the Light of the World.
5. He is the greater Joshua, leading us to the Eternal Kingdom. 
6. As Boaz redeemed Ruth, Jesus redeems us and takes us into His eternal family.
7. He will sit on the throne of Israel forever, ruling as the true king.
8. He sees us through trials as God saw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego through the 
fire.
9. God waited patiently for the perfect time to bring His Son to redeem the world.
10. Jesus is God’s greatest gift! He is the light of the World, the brightest spot in all of 
history!


